
COMMUNITY ADULT BIBLE STUDY
REASO'VS FON OUR HOPE

Lesson Two
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD (Cont'd)

lntroductlon: We have been warned that
we will be treated like strangers in the world because ule
believe in a personal God v/ho is alive and has the
attributes ol personality: intellect, emotions, and volition
(will) (Heb. 11:13) . This lesson begins with intellectual
attributes that personalize God- His omniscience,
wisdom, and understanding. His attributes are perfect

and in complete agreement.

II. PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES
(lntelligence, Emotion, and Will)

The argument behind the existence of an
ordered and intelligent design (the universe) is that
an intelligent, caring, and personal designer must
exist. To believe that our universe occurred as a
result of mere chance is ridiculous. The Bible and
history supports personal attributes in Jehovah
God.

A. The Attributes of lntelligence
(Omniscience, Wisdomn Understanding)

1. Omniscience (All knowing) 'God
knows all things past, present and future. He
knows all things possible as well as the actual" (
Chafer, Vol I, p.192). From DaMd to the Apostle
John, the scriptures attest to this aspect of God's
nature. 'You krnw whon , sft atrt when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts frcm afa( Ps. 139:2). "Before I
formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were bom
I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the
nations."(Jer. 1:5). ...our hearts condemn us, Gd is
greater than our hearls, and he knows everything.'(1 Jn
3:20).

ft is important to know that the knowledge
of God does not always determine what He will do.
He knew the ravages of sin but still allowed it to
enter His creation. Yet, ail of His attributes work in
concert with one another (such as His holiness and
justice) to bring about what He desires. Critics say
that if God is omniscient He did an unholy thing in
allowing sin to enter the world when he could have
prevented it. They are right in saying that He
allowed sin to come into the world but do not
understand how it could be in perfect accord with a
divine purpose. God had a purpose in allowing sin
to enter the world that was consistent with His holy
purpose and not opposed to it. Sin revealed the
righteousness of God and His love for us.

2. Divine Wisdom Wisdom is making
wise use of one's knowledge. God's wisdom made
use of His knowledge of all things to assure that all

actions and events were directed toward the
fulfilling of His teleological design (purpose). His
decrees and covenants with man were allmade with
that purpose in mind.. "The manifold wisdom of
God (was) made Rnown....according to his eternal
purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord." (Eph. 3:11). A variety of names have been
used in scripture to describe God's eternal plan: Hls
divine good will, divine purpose, divine will (Eph.
1:9-11 ; predestinafion (Flomans 8:30); election (1

Thess. 1:4); foreknowledge (1 Pet. 1:2); sef
purryse (Acts 2:23).

God gave the prophets glimpses of His
wisdom d work in the New Covenant by which he
planned to restore lsrael and all believers to
Himself., God in His wisdom created a New
Covenant that contained better promises (Heb.
8:6). /n those days aN at that time I wiil make a
righteous Branch sprout from David's line and he will do
what is just and right in the land...ln those days lsraelwill
be savd." (Jer. 33:1Stf). lt was His will to remove our
guilt and condemnation, making us holy and
blameless through faith in Christ's atonement.

3. Divine Understanding Under-
standing is the comprehension of meaning or
purpose in something. When we see the purpose
of our suffering, we understand it, as Job did. The
permission of God to allow Job to sutfer shared
many similarities with His permission to allow us to
suffer. The human wisdom of his friends was
insufficient to explain his suffering as it is in our
experience. The writer of Job asked, "Where does
understanding dwell? God understands the wayto it and
he alone knows where it dwells, for he views the ends of
the earth ard sees everything under the heavens.. And
he said to man, The fear of the Lord- that is wisdom, and
to shun evil is understanding.' '(Job 28:23-28). Job_

understood the purpose of his suffering when he
said: his eyes opened to see and hear God as
never before (Job 42:5)

B. The Attributes Ol Emotion
(Love, llercy, Wrath)

Emotions have a built-in quality to move us
to action. The very word e*motion suggests it has
some kinship to movement or action. The
emotionalattributes of God have that same feature.

1.Love (Agape:Unconditional Love)
Unlike human love that
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seeks reciprocity, God loved the unlovely, His
enemies, His nation that grieved him like an
adulteress (Hosea 3:1), and a city that turned
against Him(Lu. 13:34). God's love is also an
emotion that moves him to show mercy, patience,
and long sutfering toward those whom l-le has
created. lt is hard to comprehend a love like His that
restored lsrael time and again only to have them
turn away and spurn His love for them.

God's love is also a defining attribute. The
Apostle John wrote, "Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love." (1 John +,'8). He also

wrote how great that love is. " How great is the love
the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are!"(l
John 3; 1) We need to understand the special
nature of God's love. As mentioned before, it is
unconditional as to having to earn it. Agape love is a
giving love. \Mth few exceptions when God's love
(agape) is mentioned the concept of giving is
present. This can be seen in the following excerpts
from scripture: (John 3:'16) "God so agaped the world,

He gug His only begotten son......" (John 15:13)

Greater love has no one than this, that he give his life for
his friends, (Maft. 5:46) lf you love (Eve td those wlp
love (gaela) you. what reward willyou get? Are not even

the tax collectors doing that? (Luke 6:27).
As powerful as love (agape) is, it is not the

primary determiner of movement in God's
personality. Holiness is the guiding attribute that
restrains God's actions. Critics ask, "lf He is /ove,
why doesn't He just save everyone by His great
power and be done with it?' They do not
understand that God cannot save until the violation
of His holy nature has been appeased.

2. ilercy (Gompassion or Favor)
God's mercy is closely aligned with His love. "wrp is
a Gd like you. wtn pardons sin and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do
not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy."
(Mic. 7:18). Peter reminded those of us who are
Gentiles that it was God's mercy that opened the
door for us to be incl0ded in his family. "Once you
were not a people, but rpw you are a people of God;
once you had not received mercy, but mw you have
received mercy." (1 Pet.2:1O).

Paul wrote the same word to Roman
Christians. "Just as you t#p were at one time
disobedient ta God have now received mercy as a resuft
ol theJewsdisobe4ience" (Rom11 3q. The passage
in Ephesians 2:4-8 removes the tendency to view

mercy, love, and grace as identical. The Apostle
was clear in the distinctions when he wrote, "But
because of his great love for us, God. wlp is rich in

mercy. made us alive with Christ even when ve were

dead in transgressions* ff r.s by arace you have been

saved. And God raised us up with Christ aN seated us
with himin the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. in order
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable
riches of his grace expressed in his kindness fo us in
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God" (Eph. 2:4-8).

3. God's Wrath
(A Strong Feeling Ol Displeasure)

His wrath is included in this review because of its
inclusion in the original languages. lt differs from
the selfish anger of man which we are asked to
avoid in our new nature. Human anger emerges
from frustrations in our old nature. Our new nature
is permitted righteous anger against sin and
disrespect of the things of God but we are not to act
out in anger. The anger or wrath of God is

presented very clearly in scripture as an emotional
attribute of God. When the question is asked of
theologians, "From what is man saved through faith
in Jesus Christ?", most respond by saying, "The
wrath of God." They give that answer most often
rather than, condemnation or the justice of God.
The Bible provides many provocations that
provoked God to arighteous wrath ( Flom. 1:18; I

Th.5:9).

C. THE ATTRIBUTES OF HIS WILL
( Freedom, Causation,Permission)
lf emotional attributes reveal the intrinsic

motivations of both God and man
(recognizing the differences) then attributes of the
will are the revealers of how we wish to act. They
become the basis of our final judgment. lf we are
willing to accept what God has offered by way of
redempUon (Christ), He freely provides the faith
leading to our salvation. The Apostle Paulgave an
excellent illustration of the will of man after the fall in
Flomans 7:15. The will and desire were present but
the control of behavior was not there. The reason
was and is man's bondage to sin which controls
the fallen nature. He wrote: "the things I do notwill
to do, that ldo, for it is sin that dwells within me
(Hom 7:19)."The Bible teaches that God is not only
free to will but is not willing that any should perish
who are open to His ofter of salvation. (2 Peter 3:9)
God's will rnay be seen in His freedom to act, His

power to act, and faithfulness to act.
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1. Freedom To Act
The willof God is free with one exception.

He is not free to act against His own nature. His will

is free as an extension of all His attributes. His will

acts in accordance with His righteousness, His

wisdom, His purposes, and His sovereignty. Some
theologians list his sovereignty as an attribute and

others as His exalted position. ln either case it

attributes to His freedom to act. God's freedom to
act is unhampered by any acts or desires of men or
angels. He is not forced into action because of
some failure on man's part or on some act of nature,

Since He is the creator and fore-ordainer of all

things, His freedom is upheld. God's will is often
misunderstood because we do not know how He

exercises His will. The Westminster Confession,
our best human analysis of God's will, makes a

distinction between His efficacious will and his
permissive Will in its explanation of the decrees of
God. ln both cases, whether efficacious or
permissive all that happens in the universe is in
accordance with his eternal purpose or will and His

holy nature.

2. Efficacy ( Causlng To Be) ln its
absolute form, it is exerted directly and openly as

recorded in the creation account, "And God said,
'Let there be light,' and there was light (Gen. 1:3 ).
Then God said, 'Let the land produce vegetation:
seed-bearing plants and trees on the larf, that bear fruit
with seed in it, according to their various kinds,' And it
was so (Gen. 1:11).(Gen. 1:24). the LORD God formed
the man from the dusl of the ground and breathd into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man beame a living
being (Gen.2:7)."

By way of application, think of the ramilications
ol such power and holiness. Take in these promises of a
holy and omnipotent God as they are apptied to our hope
and faith: John '11:25 ; Romans 1'.4: (Rom. 6:5: and
(lPet. 1:3, "Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! ln his great mercy he has given us rew
birth and .... lppe through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead"

3. Permissivb witting
(What God Allows -l Cor. 16:7)

The most misunderstood part of God's will is
understanding why He permitted Adam to sin. Our
minds cannot conceive how this fit into His eternal
purpose. We do know that without sin, we would
never have known the meaning of righteousness,
the power of His redemptive love, or the joy of
being born of God.

4. His Falthfulness
\tVhat God has willed He has faithtully done

or will do. No prophecy, no decree, no covenant,
or anything He has allowed in our lives willbe left to
chance or alteration. His faithfulness to His will in all

its forms is upheld by His truth, His holy character,
His mercy and iustice. Att who are willing will not
perish for His word tells us so. All those who have
suffered and been persecuted in this world will

have rewards in heaven that are without
comparison. lt will be so because He gave His word.

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies (Ps. 36:5). O LORD God
Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O LORD, and
your laithfulness surrounds you (Ps. 89:8). but I willnot
take my love from him (David), nor will I ever betray my
taithfulness (Ps 89:33). Throt"gh love and laithfulness
sin is atoned for; through the fear of the LORD a ffE n
avoids evil (Prov. 16:6). O LORD, you are my God; I will
exalt you and praise your name, for in periect
faithfulness you have done maruelous things, things
planne4 long ago (ls. 25:1). ln love a thrane wlll be
established; in faithlulness a man will sit on it- one from
the house of David- one wtto in iudging seeks iustice
aN speeds the cause af righteousness (/s. 16:5).

Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash
around his waisi (1s.11:5).

The LORD Almighty has sworn: "Surely,
as I have planned, so it wlll be, and as I

have purposed, so it will stand (lsa.
14:241

From now on I will tell you of new things,
of hidden things unknown to you. They
are created now (lsa. 48:6)

Behold, I will create new heavens and a
new earth. (lsa. 65:17; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev.
21:1)
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study euestions

1. Flead the notes. Underline the things that were new or special to you. Share one
with the group.

2. How could understanding God's divine wisdom help you during stressful times?

3. From the section on God's emotionalattributes, what reminders do you have that
make's Him very personalto you?

ATONEMENT-GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE
Adam and Eve's sin separated them from God (Gen. 3:23-2a). They were cast out of His personal
presence to work and die. God began to reveal His eternal purpose to restore mankind to an

at-one-ment with Him with sacrifices that were shadows of things to come.

4, Read Genesis 4:3-4 and Genesis 8:2O-21. What were these early sacrifices about?
What do you learn about sacrifices made to God this early in rnan's history?

Stretch Question.
5. God called Abraham to follow Him. -Read Genesis 22:1-18.

a. What was the purpose of this sacrifice?

b. Which verse speaks to you of Abraham's faith?
His obedience?

c. What truth is taught in this sacrifice as to how God will restore His oneness
with man?

6. Read Exodus 12:1-13,21-29. What did this sacrifice require so that a life could be saved?

7. Read Lev.17:11; Ex.12:13; Heb.9:7-24. What principle does God share in these verses?

Stretch Question
8. Read Lev, 16 and Hebrews 10:1-4. What did you learn about God's picture of the future

atonement sacrifice? How were these Old Testament followers made one with God?

9. After the Law, God gave the prophets light to shine on the shadows. What more did He give
about the One to come who would bring reconciliation to God in:

a. lsa. 42:1-9

b. lsa.53

c. Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:22-28?


