
COMMUNIW ADULT BIBLE STUDY
BEASO'VS FOR OUR HOPE

Lesson Seven

CONSUMMATION OF THE ETERNAL
DESIGN

lntroductlon. From the largest galaxies
that we have been able to photograph to the
smallest cells in which we can see processes at
work, an ordered design is apparent. We have
the advantage of living at a time when all these
signs point to our triune God of the Bible as the
designer of the universe, the earth, and all living
matter upon the earth. Biblical history and
observable evidence reveals how man fell from
grace and brought nature down, causing it to be
placed under condemnation with him. God
foreordained a plan to redeem both man and
nature from their curse even before He created
them. ( I Pet. 1:20 ) The etemal purpose to
reconcile man is clearly seen in scripture. The
same plan for nature has not been as clearly
defined, yet signs of such a redemption do exist.
There are arguments that support such a hope.

I. GOD EXTENDED GRACE TO NATURE IN THE
PAST.

A. Redemption Of A Remnant During
The Flood (Gen.6-9)

ln the time of Noah, man had
become so wicked in his thoughts and actions,
God was grieved in His heart that He had
created them. Had He not found one righteous
man, Noah, who found favor with God, (Gen.
6). He would have destroyed all His creation at
that time. The corrupt behavior of man had also
corrupted the realm of nature. He told Noah, 'l
am going to put an end to all people except you
and your family and all living creatures that have
become filled with violence because of man,
except those that I will spare with you." He
ordered Noah to build a large boat with several
chambers and floors in it to redeem
representative groups of species that He had
created, including certain birds and fowls of the
air. He was sending a gigantic flood to cleanse
the earth. Unlike Adam, Noah did everything just
as God had directed him. Like Abraham later,
Noah was declared righteous for his faith and
obedience. The fact that God spared a remnant
of nature at that time supports the argument that
it was a shadow or type of what He plans for
nature in the final consummation.

B. lsaiah Recorded Another Time (lsa.
65-66)

God's beloved nation of lsrael
had turned away from Him and had turned

toward worshipping the idols of surrounding
nations. Once again He was faced with
destroying them, except that righteous men like
lsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel found favor
with Him. ln lsaiah 65:8tf, the prophet recorded
the feeling of God in another time that is
described in Revelation 19-20 as the Millennial
Kingdom. He also added elements that willoccur
after the 1000 years. ln lsa. 65:25, nature has
been been changed as man is changed.

"Behold, I will create new heavens
and a new earth. The former things will not be
remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad
and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create
Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will
rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people,
the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it
no more. (ls. 65:17-19) ....The wolf and the lamb will
feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox,
but dust will be the serpent's food. They will neither
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, " (ls. 65:25)

A final reason for our hope can be found
in all God has planned for the final
consummation of His original universe (Cosmos),
The city of God, (Jerusalem), and, the earth
which includes man, animals, and living
vegetation redeemed from the original earth. All
three areas have been included in the
consummate design including the Tree of Life
with its deciduous fruit. (Rev. 22)
This can only be so if God has a design to
reconcile nature in the way He reconciled
believers. Some feel the design can be seen in
the eschatology of Paul in Romans 8 and I Cor.
15.

il. THE ESCHATOLOGY OF PAUL (ROMANS
8218-21; I COR. 15: 35-49,53)

A young theologian by the name of
Richard Parker won the 1996 American Bible
Society Award for his thesis on Ifie Place of
Nature in Paul's Eschatology. ln the abstract of
that thesis he writes, "Statements in the writings of
Paul (l Cor. 15:20-28; 35-49) inform us that the
subhuman (nature) realm will also benefit from the
victory of Christ over sin and death. Paul expands
upon the resurection and Christ's ultimate viclory over
all his enemies. (Along) with Romans 8: 18-24, he
compares the present suffering in the life of the
believer to the coming glory in which the creation
(nature) will atso share. Paul's inclusion of subhuman
creation in God's plan of redemption falls within an
O.T. underslanding of the relationship between
humanity and nature. This relationship was strained at
the Fall as the intended steward (Adam) lost the ability
to manage nature in an unselfish manner. The victory
of Christ will not only set right the relationship between
humanity and nature, but will go beyond the original
creation as believers are made more than Adam and
nature more than Eden."
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A. Romans Chapter 8. This chapter is

Paul"s eschatological view of the redemption of
man and nature made possible by Christ. lt
begins with 'no condemnation" and ends with "no
separation from the love of God". lt is a picture of
the final consummation of atonement. Paul
wrote:

t consider that our present sufferings are
not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager
expectation for the sons of God to be revealed-
For the creation was subiected to frustration, not
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
tiberated from its bondage to decay and brought
into the glorious freedom of the children of God-
We know that the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbitth right up to
the present Cor. 15:40 There are also heavenly
bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the
splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and
the splendor of the earthly bodies is another
time.... we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of
the Spift, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But
hope that ls seen is no hope at all. Who hopes
for what he has? (Rom. B:18-24)

B. I Corinthians 15: 3549, 53 This
passage was written to explain the meaning of
the resunection of Christ. lt's main purpose was
not to support the redemption of nature but it did
show how it's redemption could parallel that of
man. He used three analogies to describe the
process.

1. The Seed Analogy: Someone
may ask, "How are the dead raised? \Mth what
kind of body will they come?" How foolish! What
you sow does not come to life unless it dies.
When you sow, you do not plant the body that
will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of
something else. But God gives it a body he
made, and to each kind of seed he gives its own
body. (1 Cor. 15:35 -38)

2. The Species Analogy: Allflesh
is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh,
animals have another, birds another and fish
another. There are also heavenly bodies and
there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the
heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of
the earthly bodies is another. (1 Cor. 15:39-40)

3. The -Spiritual Analogy: The
sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another
and the stars another; and star differs from star
in splendor. So will it be with the resurrection of
the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it
is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is

raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body" lf there is a natural body, there is
also a spiritual body.... the perishable must
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal
with immortality. (1 Cor. 15:4144,53)

lll. THE FINAL CONSUMMATION: A NEW
COSMOS, A NEW EARTH, A NEW JERUSALEM

A. Revelation 21:1-6 (John's Description
of the vision granted to him) Then I saw a new
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea. I saw the Holy City (New
Jerusalem) coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for
her husband. And then I heard a loud voice from
a throne saying: "Now the dwelling of God is with
(among) men, and He willlive with (among) them
They will be His people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. He will wipe away
every tear...there will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order has
passed away. He who was sitting on the throne
said, lam making everything new. (1s.65: 17) He
said, it is done, I am the Alpha and the Omega,
The Beginning and the End. To him or her who is
thirsty I will give to drink from the water of life.
The faithful will inherit all this and I will be their
God and they will be my children.

B. Revelation 21-22 An angel carried
John away in the Spirit to a great high mountain
and showed him the Holy City. (lt was almost
indescribable in human terms). There was no
temple in the city because Almighty God is their
temple. There was no need for the sun or the
moon to shine on it for the Father and the Lamb
were it's light. lt had 12 gates that were never
shut and nations and kings of the earth will bring
honor and into it. Only those whose names are
written in the Lamb's book of life will ever enter
into it. The new Edenic nature is described
briefly in Rev. 22:1-2. The river of the water of life
flows down the middle of the main street. On
each side are trees of life producing fruit and
nourishment for the nations. No longer is there
any curse on man or nature. God and the Lamb
are in the city surrounded by His servants. The
intimacy has been restored. We will see God's
face and have His name on our foreheads for we
are His children. There will be no more night or
darkness for God is our light. We will live, reign,
and fellowship with Him forever. Our final source
of a reason for our hope comes from the words
of Jesus: "Behold, I am coming soon!"


