
COMMUNIW ADULT BIBLE STUDY
REASOA'S FOR OUR HOPE

Lesson One

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

lntroduction. On September 11, 2001
the world began to polarize around two views of
humanity. Both sides lay claim to a faith in God,
either explicitly or tacitly, but separate on the
value of human life. On one side, life is valued
more than any treasure. On the other, life is
conceived of as something to be sacrificed for a
cause with no respect for innocent bystanders-
Supposedly, one side is grounded in love for
humanity while the other is consumed with a
disdain for life and fueled with a hatred for a
conceptual enemy, The use of human sacrifice
is not new, but it is being carried to new
extremes.

The Apostle Peter reminded us that
times of testing would come so our faith might
be proven genuine. His practical advice was:
"Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who ashs you to give a reason for the
hope that you have." (t PeL 3:15).

It is important to understand why we
believe as we do- When we read God's word and
are reminded of the reasons for our faith
(apologia) we are strengthened to the extent we
rejoice when asked to defend what we believe.
The purpose of this brief study will be to become
more familiar with some of the major reasons for
our faith such as: (1) The Attributes of God (the
Father), (2) The Atoning Sacrifice of Christ (The
Son), and (3) The Assurance Of Eternal Life By
The lndwelling of the Holy Spirit.

I. DESCRIPTIVE ATTRIBUTES.

Webster defines attributes as quatities
or characteristics of a person or object. They
are categorized into two groups: descriptive and
personal. God's holiness (sanctity and purity),
existence (living), immutabili$ (unchanging), His
omnipotence (all powerful), and His
omnipresence (ever present) are all examples of
attributes that mightily describe Him. Except for
our living existence, we have little in common with
His descriptive attributes. The more familiar
attributes like love, mercy, wisdom, and justice
are seen as attributes that personalize Him.
Personal attributes are found in the areas of his:
intellect, emation, and will.lt was in light of those
three dimensions that we were created in His
image. GOD is perfect and free in all His ways
and means with one exception: He is never free
to violate any aspect of His holy nature.

A. God is alive (He exists). God's
existence is not like an idol (See lsa. chaps 40-
45) but personal and dynamic. Scripture and
eye witnesses refer to both the Father and the
Son as "the living God". (l John 5:20,) His
existence is affirmed by what He has done and is
doing- He is the creator, source, and support of
all life as well as the earth and the universe. ln
the great chapter on faith, Hebrews 11, we are
told that the first step in faith is to believe that
God lives or exrsfs. (v.6). This is the first reason
for our hope: God is alive and has existed before
time began. He needed no one to cause Himself
for l-le lived outside our limited dimensions of
space and time- He established time for us when
He became the originator of life and the
universe.

A major source of evidence for His
eternal exisfence of God is found in the
desciptive attributes of His eternal being;
omnipotence, omnipresence and sovereignty.
They affirm and describe who He is by what He
has done and how He sustains it. The most
unique attribute of God and our first reason for
hope of eternal life is the fact that He exists (is
living). Of all the gods worshipped in the world,
how many are referred to as the "Living God"?
He described Himself to lsaiah: "To whom will you
compare me? Or who is my equal? Lift your eyes
and look to the heavens: Who created all these?
He who brings out the starry host one by one,
and calls them each by name. Because of hLs
great power and mighty strength, not one of
them is missing, says fhe Holy One" (lsa. 40:25-
26). ( Deut. 5:26; Josh. 3:1A; Psa. 42:2; 84:2;
Matt.l 6:1 6; Acts I 4: I 5).

How do we know all this with certainty?
One way is through the revelation of God in
nature. The magnitude and the order of the
universe are still the best suggestions to
scientists that the universe has a creator and a
sustainer. David wrote, "The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands" (Ps. 19:1). Another aid to our belief that
God exists is found in scripture in Exod. 3:14,
where God said to Moses, 'l AM WHO lAM". Ih,s
is what you are to say to the lsrae/ifes: 'l AM has
sent me to you.." The name became so revered
it was unspeakable to the Jews. "l Am", was
God's own revelation that affirmed His eternal
existence. He revealed His existence in fire to
Moses. Moses wrote, " For what mortal man
...ever heard the voice of the living God speaking
out of fire, as we have, and suruived? (Deut.
5:26). He also gave Moses the inspired account
of all His works in bringing creation into being.
Jesus asked His disciples how they saw Him and
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Peter said, "You are the Christ (Messiah), Son of
the living God." (Matt. 16:16).

B. God is immutable. (He is perfect and
does not change). The definition of this attribute
states that it is a quali$ of being that is not
capable of or susceptible to change, either by
increase or decrease. ln no aspect of Himself or
in His relationship with man is He susceptible to
change. He can be no more holy or less than He
is or more or less loving.

"l the LORD do not change..""(Mal. 3:6).
"...you remain the same, and your years will
never end. (Ps. 102:27)

What is the value in this attribute? lt is
impossible to cover all that it means to us. Allwe
can do is suggest a few of its benefits. \Mat God
has promised he will not fail to fulflll or
accomplish. That goes for promises to lsrael, the
Church, and to us as individuals. lt covers all His
promises ftom judgment to the promises of
rewards and restoration.

All we can do in the brevity of space is
sample a few of the promises He has made and
be strengthened by our knowledge that He will
not change or fail to keep His word:

Num. 23:19 God is nat a man, that he
should lie, nor a son of man, that he should
change his mind. Does he speak and then not
act? Does he promise and not fulfill?

Deut. 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD
your God /s God; he is the faithful God, keeping
his cavenant of love to a thousand generations
of those who love him and keep his commands.

1 Sam. 15:29 He who is the Glory of
/srael does not lie or change his mind; for he is
not a man, that he should change his mind. "

James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift
is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.

Another benefit of His unchanging is
found in His provision of absolutes. He has not
changed His grace to ignore immorali$ no
matter who tries to teach us differently. Because
of His immutability and righeousness He set the
absolute standard for morality .

C. God is omnipotent. (All Powertul).
There are two ways we can understand the
meaning of God's power. One is through human
reason which is often filled with human error and
by two forms of revelation: Natural Revelation of
intelligent design and Biblical Revelation of the
Designer. For our purpose we will start with
Natural Revelations but rely upon Biblical

Revelation. Even our limited use of Natural
Revelation is bolstered by the inspired scriptures.
ln the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.(Gen. 1:1). The power of God is
expressed in the prayer of King Jehosophat. "O
LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the God
who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms
of the nations. Power and might are in your
hand, and no one can withstand you.(2 Chr.
20:6).

The power of God established the faith
of Moses as it does for us, "Q Sovereign
LORD, you have begun to show to yaur seruant
your greatness and your strong hand. For what
god rs there in heaven or on earth who ean do
the deeds and mighty works you do?(Deut.
3:24).

As for us, few examples exceed what
Luke described in the conversation between the
angel Gabriel and Mary as he explained the
reality of the virgin birth about to take place in
her, ... nothing ls lmpossible with God. "(Luke
1:37).

One must surely agree that few examples
exceed the birth of Christ as evidence of God's
omnipotent power. He not only had the power to
create the heavens and the earth, He also has
created life in all its forms. As Jeremiah's
relationship with God continued, no one came to
realize the almighty power of God more than he
did.

"Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the
heavens and the eafth by your great power and
outstretched arm. Nothing rs too hard for
you.(Jer. 32:17 ).

fhe entirety of scripture attests that God
is all powerful and without peer in all the world.
He alone is the omnipotent God and He is our
God who has promised us eternal life.

D. God is omnipresent. (God r.s presenf
everywhere). Since God is Spirit, He is not limited
by space, material, or time. One of the first
references in the Bible of God's omni- presence
is found in the motivation for the treaty that
Abimelech made with Abraham,

"God rb with you in everything you
do"(Gen. 21:22 ). God used His ever presence to
assure Moses and to bolster his courage, And
God said, "l willbe with you. And this will be the
sign to you that it is I who have sent you"(Ex.
3:12). How much greater our own faith is when
we remember that what ever we do or wherever
we go, God is with us. David never forgot that
and it kept him going in the darkest of times, lf I
ga up to the heavens, you are there; if I make
my bed in the depths, you are there.(Ps. 139:8).
God still makes the same promises to us that He
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made to Joshua and to the believing Hebrews,
"No one will be able to stand up against you all
the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so /
witl be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake
you.."( Josh. 1:5 ). "Keep your lives free from the
love of money and be content with what you
have, because God has sard, "Never will I leave
you; never will I forsake yorJ."'( Heb. 13:5).

E. God is holy,( Holiness; Gr.Hagios =
sanctity, purity in essence and acts). The
holiness of God is a defining attribute of His
person. lt is the attribute that fosters satisfaction
with that which is good and wrath toward that
which is evil. God's holy standard for righteous
living was given in the Ten Commandments.
Much like the tree of knowledge, instead of
taking away sin, it brought it out into the open
thereby revealing man's need for a lasting
expiation of sin. This God provided through
Christ whom He sent as a sacrificial lamb to make
amends for all who were willing to believe. He
assumed the guilt and removed the
condemnation for all who are willing to accept it"

Christ's death also freed God to forgive the sins
of Abraham and men like him. "God presented
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through farth in
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice,
because he had left the slns commifted
previously unpunished"--(Rom 3 : 25)

lsaiah, in his call to be a prophet for God
saw a vision of God seated on His throne in the
Holy of Holies of the Temple (lsa. 6: 1-8). Above
Him seraphs were waving their wings and calling
out, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty". As
he heard the holiness of God expressed with
such power, lsaiah was filled with shame over the
disparity between his own nature and that of
God's holiness. The experience so impacted
lsaiah, he chose always to address God as The
Holy One of lsrael. He used the name over 30 of
the 37 times it is used of God in the Bible.

Conclusion. This is a timited
consideration of the descriptive traits of our God.
The scriptures assure us that He is holy and that
He lives (exists). God's word and Spirit within us
support the immutability or unchanging nature of
our Lord. Our faith is encouraged that God will
not fail to keep every promise that He has made.
He will never forsake us but will bring us to be
with Himself as promised.

The evidence that He is an unchanging,
atl powerful, and an ever-present God living
within us is of great importance to us. \Mren the
truth of these attributes of God take root in our

hearts and minds we are able to defend our faith
as Peter did with similar words, "He is our Christ
and the Son of our living God." (Matt. 16:16).

\Mile no hierarchy of attributes exist in
God, the fact that He is an eternally living and a
holy God sets the foundation for our hope of
living in eternity with Him as He has promised.
The evidence of His creative work in such
intelligent designs as the universe, the strategic
placement of the earth, so life could exist, the
intelligent design evident even in the bodies He
made for us, all serve to bolster our faith and
hope in the promise of living with Him one day as
He has promised"

People who are more interested in
science than in Christ have commented on the
evidence of personal attributes in the great
Designer. They draw this conclusion from all that
was provided to sustain us on this earth..

God so loved the wodd, He provided His one
and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3'.16)

Since intelligent design can be seen in
what exists, think of the empowerment to our
hope found in the rest of His design that has yet
to be completed.

ls. 65:17 "Behold, I will create new heavens
and a new earth. The former things will not be
remembered, nor will they ceme to mind.

John 17:24 'Father, I want those you have
given me to be with me where I am, and fo see
my glory, the glory yau have given me
because you loved me before the creation of
the world.
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STUDY QUESTIONS
DESCRIPTIVE ATTRIB.UTES OF GOD: Existence, lmmutability, Omnipotence, Omnipresence

1. Read the notes and scripture references. What does the fact that God is LIVING mean to you?

2. Why is it important to you that God:
a. does not change? (He is immutable.)

b. is allpowerful? (He is omnipotent.)

c. is present everywhere? (He is omnipresent.)

3. ln the Psalms, the writer speaks of "worshiping God in the splendor of His holiness"
(Psa. 29:2; 96:9). What does it mean to you that God is holy?

PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. (lntellect, Emotion, Will)

Stretch Question (Try it. lf you find it hard, skip to the next question.)
a. Why did the all-knowing God allow sin to come into the world when He knew all
that would come from it? (Heb. 5:8; Flom. 5:5,8, 18; Eph. 2:7; John 1'l:40)

5. Since God knows who willrespond to His callto be one of His children and those
who will not, does His knowledge limit His grace? (2 Peter 3:9; Titus 2:11; I John 2:2 )

6. How does the fact that God knows everything about you affect your relationship with
Him? (John 1:47-49; John 4:16-19; Psalm 103:10-14)

7. lf God knows everything, why do we pray? (Matt. 6:8, 9ff; Matt. 26:41: Matt. 7:7-8;
I John 4:14,15)

B. God's divine wisdom and understanding of spiritual things can only be ours with His help. How
is this possible? (1s.11:2; Col. 1;9; John 14:26;2 Peler 2:21)

9. As God has revealed Himself through the above scriptures, what picture do you have of Him?
(To this point)


