
COMMUNITY ADULT BIBLE STUDY
FEASO'VS FOR OUR HOPE

Lesson Four

THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD
(Gont'd)

lntroduction. Evidence that the people
had read the prophets and understood that God
was about to reveal something wondrous is seen
in the expectations of men and women around
the time of Jesus' appearance on the earth. The
behavior of the shepherds on the night Jesus
was born (Lu. 2:8), the experience of Simeon in
the temple (Lu. 2:25ff), the visitation of the Magi
(Matt. 2:'ltf), the questions the authorities asked
John the Baptist, (John 1:19ff), and finally the
words of Andrew to Peter that he had seen the
Messiah (John 1:41). Throughout the gospel of
John, Jesus kept refering to the timing of events
leading up to the cross. The shadows became
reality when Jesus brought life and light into
the world, (Jn 1:1fD

II. THE ATONEMENT PASCHAL LAMB OF
GOD.THE HOLY DESIGN

The name paschal (passover) lamb was a
name given to the original lamb that was killed
and eaten by the Hebrews at Passover on the
night lsrael prepared to escape from slavery in
Egypt lt became one of several types or
shadows applied to the death of Jesus on the
cross to free us from bondage to sin. Jesus
referred to it in such a fashion at the Last Supper
on the night before His death.

A. REVEALEO IN THE NEWTESTAMENT
One of the remarkable aspects of the

Bible is the consistency and attention to detail of
the Holy Spirifs inspired evidence of God's
design for atonement through the death of
Christ. Some of the people and some of the
references are only momentary appearances in
scripture but have served eternally as supports to
our faith.

1. To Joseph and Mary
An early revelation of God's divine

purpose was given to Joseph who was engaged
to be married to Mary. An angel explained to him
in a dream how she could be pregnant when
they had not been together. The angel said that
the child within her womb had been generated
by the Holy Spirit and he would save His people
from sin. This chitd was a fulfillment of lsaiah's
prophecy concerning the virgin birth. (Matt. 1:20;
lsa. 7:14).

ln response to Mary's question, "How can
this be seeing I am a virgin?", the angel also
explained to her that the holy one in her womb
had been engendered by the Holy Spirit and
when born would be the Son of God who would
reign on the throne of David forever as had been
prophesied. (Lu. 1:32ff). ln these revelations,
Jesus is depicted as a holy redeemer from sin
and a future king of the Jews. Both descriptions
were consistent with Old Testament prophecy.

2. To the Shepherds. These early signs
in the birth of Jesus Christ were announced by
an angel who identified himself as Gabriel ( Luke
1:19). From a group of messianic prophecies like
Zechariah 9:9ff, the people began expecting a
ruler or king to come from God who would save
lsrael from it enemies. Others expected a
benevolent ruler who would bring physical
healing and escape from suffering.

ln his message to Joseph, the angel
said that Jesus was coming to save the people
from their spiritual infirmities (Matt 1:21). The
message to the shepherds was that in the city of
David, Bethlehem, a Savior had been born. "He
is Christ, the Lord (The Messiah or anointed
One)", the angel said as he gave them a sign by
which they could find him. \Men they found him,
the shepherds praised God for what He had
revealed to them about the future of this child
(Lu. 2:8ff). All these signs revealed the pattem of
God's design to redeem believers.

3. To the Magi. Rulers Frcm The East.
\A/ise men came to Jerusalem from Persia or
countries to the East seeking the one who had
been revealed to them as the predicted future
King of the Jews. They too had been given a
sign (a star) that would lead them to the place of
his birth prophesied by Micah 5:2. Their visit was
a year or so later than the visit of the shepherds
for Jesus is referred to as a child in Matt. 2:8-14.
Their inquiries and love gifts to Jesus aroused
the suspicions of King Herod who sought to have
the child destroyed by decreeing the death of all
infants under two born in or near Bethlehem.
Being warned by an angel, Joseph and Mary fled
to Egypt until the death of Herod. Matthew,
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, wrote that
this was a fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:15.

4. To Simeon and Anna at_the Temple.
Another seemingly minute revelation concerning
Jesus took place soon after his birth. His parents
brought him to the Temple where they presented
him to the LORD as the Law commanded for first-
born sons. For their own purification they offered
two young doves indicating their poorer status.
\A/hile they were in the Temple area, an older
man named Simeon and an old prophetess
named Anna saw Jesus and realized he was the
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one for whom they had been waiting.

Simeon had been told that he would not die
before his eyes had seen the LORD'S
prophesied Messiah. When he saw Jesus, he
took him into his arms and praised God saying,

'Sovereign LORD, as you have promised,
...my eyes have seen your salvation which you
have prepared in the sight of all people, a light
for revelation to the Genfrles and for glory to your
people lsrael (Lu. 2:25ff)."

Soon after, Anna, a prophetess. came
to them and began to thank God and spoke
about the child to all who were looking fonivard to
God's redemption (Lu. 2:36ff). All these things
Mary kept in her heart as she reflected on the
revelations given to her by the angel Gabriel and
other things concerning her son. These were the
beginning of signs in lsrael that God had sent a
Savior into the World to save the lives of all who
would believe. The gospel of John recorded the
miracles of Jesus as signs that He was who He
claimed to be.

B. LIGHT GIVEN TO THE DISCIPLES
1. Personal Experiences. (Eye

Witnesses) When John the Baptist was
asked, by what authority he was preaching for
men to repent, he replied, "l am the voice of one
calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way of
the Lord." (Jn 1: 23). lt was a direct quote from
lsaiah 40:3. The next day, while he was
preaching John saw Jesus approaching and
said to his disciples,

"Behold, The Lamb of God that takes
away the sin of the world" (Jn 1:29).

John The Baptizer used a term that
described Jesus as God's new scapegoat
(azazel); who would perform the role of taking
away the sins of all believers. (Lev. 16) After
baptizing Jesus to fulfill God's wishes, John The
Baptist announced to his disciples also that
Jesus was the Son of God and that he (John)
had been commissioned to introduce Him to
lsrael. (John 1:14, 40) Following the Baptist's
disclosure, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,
ran to find his brother and said, "We have found
the Messiah (that is the Christ)f' Many years later
the Apostle John wrote,

"That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen with our
own eyes, which we have looked at and our
hands have touched-- this we proclaim to you
concerning the Word of life. lf anyone srns we
have one who speaks in our defense--Jesus
Christ the Righteous One. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our srns, and not only for ours but
for the sins of the whole world." (1John 1:1;2:23)

Peter also shared his own firsthand
revelations of Christ when he said,

"You know that it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your forefathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish
or defect. He was chosen before the creation of
the wofid, but was revealed in these last times for
your sake. Through him you believe in God, who
raised him from the dead and glorified him, and
so your faith and hope are in God.(l Peter 1:18-
21) For you have been born again, not of
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the
living and enduring word of God. (1 PeL 1:23)

2. Prepared To Write The Gospels
ln Jesus, God had done the

unimaginable. He transcended the space- time
dimensions of His created earth and into
humanity in the form of His Son. He sent Him
as a light and as a source of new life as
prophesied.

The Apostle John wrote, "That beloved
life became the light of the world, to all who
received Him, to those who believed in His name,
He gave the right to become the children of
God." (John 1:4-12)

ln Christ, the Creator of life, God had
provided a way for man to be reunited with Him
again. Through faith in His sacrifice, a way was
opened to a new birth. (Jn 3:3) The Apostle
John described it so clearly for all the world to
hear and believe. "God so loved the world, He
gave His only begotten Son so that whosoever
believes in Him might be saved." (Jn 3:16).

Jesus said to His disciples, "l am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me." (Jn 14:6) How
meaningful is that word life! The blood of the
sacrifices for sin were expiatory to God, for life
was in the blood (Jn. 17:'11).

Summary
Once again, the design revealed the one

who is the designer. Only one with His attributes
could conceive of such a design before time and
bring it into creation exactly as described in the
early drafts. Only a God with personal attributes
of love, mercy, and faithfulness would reveal
such emotions toward His living creatures. The
design would not only reconcile those that were
lost, but provide a means whereby we are
created as new beings even more in the image
of God. All that is left is the spreading of the
news and describing another design to come
called, A New Earth and a New Heaven.



From the notes or the lecture. (Give verses if possible)

1. How do you know Jesui was God's atoning sacrifice for your sins?

2. How do you know Jesus is the only way to God?

3. Some people continue to want all religions to come-togeth^er. and unite and be one'- 
ACioiOin! to'tfr" Bibte, what is God's plan for unity? (i.e. Eph. 1:9-10).
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STUDY QUESTIONS

THE FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH

4. The first step of faith is believing God's word. How did/do these people feel

about His Promises?
a. Joshua (Josh. 23:14\
b. Solomon (l Kings 8:56)
c. David (Psa.145.13)
d. Abraham (Rom. 4:3'13)
e. Paul (Titus 1:2)

Stretch Question.
Sj"d promised lsrael a new covenant, a new relationship that would not come

by their trying to keeP the Law.' tal \rVhat was this new relationship like? \M1o was to be the

responsible one? (Jer. 31:31-34; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb' 9:15)

(b). How does this covenant relate to us as Gentiles? (Rom. 11:17-23; Eph. 1:5;3:6)

6. Paul told the colossians this new covenant of God's was "full of glorious

riches" .

(a) What are the riches? (Col. 1:27)-

(b) Who are the recipients? (John 1:12-13)'

7. ln light of the teaching in Luke 1:35, John 3:1-21; and Acts2:4, tell how one

becomes a child of God, a member of His family.

B. \Mat do these verses say that gives you assurance of your faith?
(a) Rom. 5:5; 8:35-39; 15:13

(b) Rom. 14:17

(c) Rom. 15:16

(d) I Cor. 6:19

(e) EPh. 1:13: 4:3


